Il6                                         A   NEW   ACCOUNT

It has 80 Leagues of a Sea-coast, and is bounded by the Lwipacao Islands,
and Canton River.

Canton or Qiiantung (as the Chinese express it) is the next maritim Pro-
vince; and Maccaiv, a City built by the Potfugueze, was the first Place of
Commeice. This City stands on a small Island, and is almost surrounded
by the Sea. Towards the Land it is defended by three Castles built on
the Tops of low Hills. By its Situation and Strength by Nature and Art,
it was once thought impregnable. Indeed their beautiful Churches and
other Buildings give us a reflecting Idea of its ancient Grandeur, for in
the Forepart of the seventeenth Century, according to the Christian &ia,
it was the greatest Port for Trade in India or China

The largest Brass Cannon that ever I saw are mounted in proper
Batteries about the City. I measui ed one (amongst many) out of Curiosity,
and found it 23 Foot from the Breech to the Muzzle Ring, nine Inches and
a Quarter diameter m the Bore, and it was 12250 Rotidlaes or Ib. Weight
of solid Metal.

The City contains five Churches, but the Jesuits is the best, and is
dedicated to St. Paul. It has two Convents for married Women to retire
to, when their Husbands aie absent, and orphan Maidens are educated
in them till they can catch an Husband. They have also a Nunnery for
devout Ladies, young or old, that are out of Conceit with the Troubles and
Cares of the World. And they have a Sancta Casa or the holy House of the
Inquisition, that frightens every Cathohck into the Belief of every Thing that
holy Mother Church tells them is Truth, whether it be really so or no.

The Forts arc governed by a Captain-general, and the City by a
Burgher, called the Procuradore, but, in Reality, both are governed by a
Chinese Mandeteen, who resides about a League out of the City, at a Place
called Casa Branca. The Portuguese Shipping that come there, are admitted
into their Harbour, and are under the Protection of the Town; but the
Chinese keep the Custom-house, and receive Customs for all Goods
imported.

That rich flourishing City has ruined itself by a long War they made
with Timote, as I have observed before. They exhausted their Men and
Money on that unsuccessful Project of Domination., so that out of a
Thousand creditable House-keepers that inhabited the City before that
War, there are hardly fifty left; and out of forty Sail of trading Vessels,
they have not above five left, so that in the whole City and Forts, there are
computed to be about two hundred Laity, and six hundred Priests, and
about fifteen hundred Women, and many of them are very prolifick,
for they bring forth Children without Husbands to father them.